
TYPOGRAPHIC 
CONTRAST



Contrast —
the state of being different from something else



There can be many differences...

is an A, just like

CHAMPION PALATINO

A a



...but not too many.

is not the same as

CHAMPION NOTHING?

A



Example: 
the ampersand



&
They can look vastly different, but you  
still know its an ampersand:

HELVETICA



&
They can look vastly different, but you  
still know its an ampersand:

CENTURY



&
They can look vastly different, but you  
still know its an ampersand:

CASLON



&
They can look vastly different, but you  
still know its an ampersand:

GARAMOND



&
They can look vastly different, but you  
still know its an ampersand:

SCALA



They can look vastly different, but you  
still know its an ampersand:

& & &
& & &



Types of Contrast



Size: how big the letters are
Weight: how visually heavy the letters are 
Structure: how the letter is constructed 
Form: the shape of the letters



Contrast of size

AA



Contrast of weight

AA



Contrast of structure

AA



Contrast of form

Aa



Contrast of size, weight, structure, and form

Aa



Often times, typographic contrast occurs  
because type exists in what we call

TYPE FAMILIES.
The idea of organizing typefaces into matched families  
dates back to the sixteenth century, when printers began  
coordinating roman and italic faces. The concept was  
formalized at the turn of the twentieth century.



EXAMPLE

Adobe Caslon



NUCLEAR FAMILY

Adobe Caslon
Adobe Caslon

Regular
Adobe Caslon

Italic
Adobe Caslon

Bold
Adobe Caslon

Bold Italic



+ COUSINS!

Adobe Caslon
Adobe Caslon

Regular

Adobe Caslon
Semi-Bold

Adobe Caslon
Italic

Adobe Caslon
Semi-Bold Italic

Adobe Caslon
Bold

Adobe Caslon
Bold Italic



EXTENDED FAMILY

Adobe Caslon
Adobe Caslon

Regular

Adobe Caslon
Semi-Bold

Adobe Caslon
Small Caps

Adobe Caslon Numerals
1234567890
1234567890

Adobe Caslon
Italic

Adobe Caslon
Semi-Bold Italic

Adobe Caslon
Bold

Adobe Caslon
Bold Italic



Numerals
Lining and Non-Lining Figures

Non-Lining (Old Style) Figures
Numbers have ascenders and descenders. 
For use in body type.

Lining (Tabular) Figures
Numbers have no ascenders or 
descenders. For use in tables and 
mathematics.

1234567890

1234567890



Small Caps

Small Caps
Designed to integrate with a line of text. 
Also used for acronyms.
Height similar to lowercase x-height.

“Yes, space,” said the nasa scientist.
idk my bff Jill?
cia, fbi, nsa, nypd, asl, lol, rofl, eh?



Small caps
Don’t fake it. Fake small caps look starved  
and aren’t wide enough to read correctly.

NASA in space
nasa in space

FAKE

REAL



(also don’t fake italics)

FAKE

REAL



Contrast adds visual  
interest to a composition.

It helps guide the eye 
through the page.











Contrast adds visual  
interest to a composition.

It helps guide the eye 
through the page.


